
BOARD MINUTES 
MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE 

MARCH 21, 2019 
 
 The regularly scheduled meeting of the Mississippi State Board of Medical Licensure was 
held on Thursday, March 21, 2019, in the Board Room of the Office of the Board located at 1867 
Crane Ridge Drive, Jackson, Mississippi. 
  
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT:  
 
 Claude D. Brunson, M.D., Jackson, President  

J. Ann Rea, M.D., Columbus, Vice President 
David W. McClendon, Jr., M.D., Ocean Springs, Secretary   
Charles D. Miles, M.D., West Point 
C. Kenneth Lippincott, M.D., Tupelo 
Kirk L. Kinard, D.O., Oxford 
H. Allen Gersh, M.D., Hattiesburg  

       
ALSO PRESENT: 
   
 Stan T. Ingram, Complaint Counsel for the Board 
 Gloria Green, Special Assistant Attorney General 
 Kenneth Cleveland, Executive Director 
 Mike Lucius, Deputy Director 
 Anna Boone, Interim Director, Licensure Division  
            Leslie Ross, Director of Investigations 
 Kristin Wallace, Clinical Director of Physician Compliance 
 Jonathan Dalton, Investigations Supervisor  
 Frances Carrillo, Staff Officer  

Major General (Ret.) Erik Hearon, Consumer Health Committee 
Wesley Breland, Hattiesburg, Consumer Health Committee 

 Shoba Gaymes, Jackson, Consumer Health Committee 
 
NOT PRESENT 
 

Michelle Y. Owens, M.D., Jackson 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 10:12 a.m., by Dr. Brunson, President. The invocation 
was given by Mr. Breland and the pledge was led by Dr. Rea. 
 
 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
 Dr. Cleveland provided a summary of the Licensure Division operations regarding licenses 
issued for the months of January and February 2019.  The Licensure Division participated in Capital 
Day on January 30th.  He provided a summary of the Investigative Division operations regarding 
Investigations for the January and February 2019.   Dr. Cleveland listed presentations and an 
Investigative Division exhibit at the capitol on January 30th during Family Physicians Day. 
 
 Dr. Cleveland provided a brief update in upgrading the Board’s Software system  
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REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
DATED JANUARY 16, 2019 
 
 Upon review of the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting dated January 16, 2019, 
Dr. McClendon moved for approval of the minutes as submitted. Dr. Rea seconded the motion 
and it carried unanimously.    
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING DATED JANUARY 17, 
2019 
 
 Upon review of the minutes of the Board meeting dated January 17, 2019, Dr. Miles moved 
for approval of the minutes as submitted. Dr. McClendon seconded the motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING DATED FEBRUARY 
19, 2019 
 

Upon review of the minutes of the Board meeting dated February 19, 2019, Dr. Rea 
moved for approval of the minutes as submitted. Dr. McClendon seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT OF JANUARY 16, 2019, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

Dr. McClendon reported on the matters discussed by the Executive Committee on March 
20, 2019, and recommendations made. Information pertaining to the Executive Committee's 
recommendations is included in the Executive Committee minutes, which are attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference. 

 
Dr. Brunson called for a vote to accept the recommendations of the Executive Committee, 

and the Board unanimously voted to accept and ratify the recommendations of the Executive 
Committee. 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITEES 
 
Scope of Practice - Dr. Rea (Chair), Dr. Owens, Dr. Miles, Dr. Kinard, Dr. Gersh, Dr. 
McClendon, Mr. Breland, Ms. Gaymes 
  

Dr. Rea advised the Scope of Practice Committee met this morning at 9:00 a.m. to discuss 
the possibility of medical marijuana legislation.  She briefly listed evidences and recommendations 
of AMA, FSMB guidelines, other State Medical Boards and input from the attorney representing 
the Mississippi Ballot initiative Medical Marijuana 2020. 

 
The Scope of Practice Committee is issuing a statement that additional quality studies is 

needed to be performed in the area of medical marijuana in its effects and adverse effects before 
this Board can take a position on this matter. 

 
Dr. Rea report there will be further meetings on the topic of medical marijuana. 

 
Professionals Health Program - Dr. Lippincott (Chair), Dr. Gersh, Dr. Rea, Dr. Miles, Maj 
Gen (Retired) Hearon, Ms. Gaymes 
 
 Dr. Lippincott advised there was no new information to report. 
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Telemedicine | Interstate Licensure Compact - Dr. McClendon (Chair), Dr. Miles, Dr. 
Kinard, Dr. Lippincott, Maj Gen (Retired) Hearon, Mr. Lucius 
 
 Dr. McClendon briefly updates that the Licensure Compact Personnel Committee for the 
Compact is tasked with helping to grow the organizational framework of the organization.  Current  
discussion regarding the Executive Director and 360 evaluation. 
 
Licensees Education and Communication - Dr. Owens (Chair), Dr. McClendon, Dr. Gersh, 
Dr. Kinard, Dr. Rea, Dr. Lippincott, Mr. Breland, Ms. Gaymes, Mr. Lucius 
 

Dr. Owens was not present to report. 
 

Physician Assistant Advisory Task Force - Dr. McClendon (Chair), Dr. Kinard, Robert 
Philpot, Jr., PhD, PA-C, Joanna Mason, PA-C, Lauren English, Phyllis Johnson, Board of 
Nursing, Tristen Harris, PA-C, Leah Calder, PA-C, Gavin Nowell, Mr. Jonathan Dalton, Maj 
Gen (Retired) Hearon 
 
 Dr. McClendon advised there was no new information to report. 
 
Rules, Regulation & Legislative - Dr. Miles (Chair), Dr. Gersh, Dr. Rea, Dr. Owens, Dr. 
Lippincott, Mr. Breland, Ms. Hope Ladner 
 
 Dr. Miles advised there was no new information to report. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  

  
FSMB 2019 Annual Meeting – Fort Worth, TX, April 24-27, 2019 
 Brief discussion regarding members attending the Annual meeting. 
 
Nomination Committee 
 
 Dr. Brunson advised of appointments of a Nominations Committee to elect the officers for 
the upcoming year beginning in July. 
 
 Appointed are, Dr. Miles (chair), Maj Gen Hearon, Dr. McClendon and Dr. Lippincott to 
serve on the Nominations Committee. 
 
New Board Members 
 
 Dr. Brunson recognized two new Board members, Thomas Joiner, M.D. and Daniel 
Edney, M.D. 
 
Court Reporter 
 
 Dr. Brunson recognized Aleshia Johnson, Court Reporter with Aspire Reporting, LLC. 
 
SURRENDER OF MEDICAL LICENSE FOR EARNEST LEE RANKIN, M.D., JACKSON, MS 
MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL LICENSE NUMBER:  07703 
 

For informational purposes Dr. Cleveland briefly summarized the circumstances of Dr. 
Rankin voluntarily surrendering his medical license on March 5, 2019. 
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Upon a motion by Dr. Miles seconded by Dr. Kinard and carried unanimously to accept 

the Surrender of Medical License. 
 
A copy of the Surrender of Medical License is attached hereto and incorporated by 

reference. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ORDER FOR SAMUEL MARCUS ALLEN, II, M.D., QUITMAN, MS 
MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL LICENSE NUMBER:  06374 
 

Dr. Cleveland briefly summarized the Consent Order executed by Dr. Allen. 
 

Upon a motion by Dr. Rea seconded by Dr. Gersh and carried unanimously to approve 
the Consent Order. 
 

A copy of the Consent Order is attached hereto and incorporated by reference. 
 
HEARING IN THE CASE OF ARTURO E. BLANCO, M.D., CLINTON, MS 
MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL LICENSE NUMBER:  19620 
 
 Mr. Ingram introduced Dr. Blanco and his attorney Jonathan Werne.  Mr. Ingram briefly 
summarized Dr. Blanco’s Board action and advised that this is a petition to remove restrictions 
imposed on Dr. Blanco which included submission to an evaluation, continuing medical education, 
prohibited from collaborating with mid-level providers, restricted from prescribing Schedule II 
controlled substances, agreed not to seek an appearance before the Board before a period of 
one year and reimburse the Board of assessment of investigative cost.  Mr. Ingram enters Dr. 
Blanco’s original Consent Order, Petition to the Board with documents regarding compliance into 
the record. 
 
 Mr. Werne addresses the Board and summarizes Dr. Blanco’s compliance to the Board’s 
March 26, 2018, Consent Order.   
 
 Following questions from Board members, a motion was made by Dr. Rea, seconded by 
Dr. Miles and carried that the Board meeting be closed to discuss whether to enter into executive 
session on this matter.  
 

A motion was made by Dr. Rea, seconded by Dr. Miles and carried that the Board enter 
into executive session. Ms. Green announced that the Board would enter into executive session 
for the purpose of considering or not restrictions be lifted from Dr. Blanco’s medical license which 
the consideration could lead to an appeal of the Board’s decision. 
 

Upon a motion by Dr. McClendon, seconded by Dr. Rea and carried, the Board came out 
of Executive Session at which time Dr. Brunson asked Dr. McClendon to report on its decision.  
Dr. McClendon advised that pending routine MPHP oversight that all restrictions on his license 
be lifted with the effective date of April 18, 2019.   
 

A copy of the Order lifting restrictions is attached hereto and incorporated by reference. 
 
 The official account of this proceeding was recorded by Aleshia Johnson, Court Reporter, 
Aspire Reporting, LLC. 
 



BOARD MINUTES 
MARCH 21, 2019 
Page 5 
 
 
HEARING IN THE CASE OF JAMES L. HOLZHAUER, M.D., COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 
MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL LICENSE NUMBER: 11477 
 

Mr. Ingram makes an oral request that this matter be dismissed without prejudice based 
upon an agreement with Dr. Holzhauer that he not practice in a hospital environment, not practice 
gynecological / obstetrical medicine and limit his practice to an office based medical practice. 

 
A motion was made by Dr. Miles, seconded by Dr. Kinard and carried that the Board 

Dismisses this matter without prejudice and accepts the agreement with Dr. Holzhauer 
 

A copy of the Order of Dismissal Without Prejudice is attached hereto and incorporated 
by reference. 

 
The official account of this proceeding was recorded by Aleshia Johnson, Court Reporter, Aspire 
Reporting, LLC. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ORDER FOR ROBERT B. LEE, M.D., OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 
MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL LICENSE NUMBER:  10711 
 

DR. MCCLENDON RECUSED HIMSELF AND EXITED THE MEETING 
 
 Mr. Ingram briefly summarized Dr. Lee’s last appearance before the Board’s and the 
decision to deny his request for reinstatement based upon the action taken by the Kentucky 
Medical Board.  The Board’s  decision was appealed to the Chancery Court of the 1st Judicial 
District of Hinds County.  Mr. Garriga wishes to present a consent order to the Board which would 
result in the dismissal of the appeal which is pending. Mr. Ingram introduced Dr. Lee and his 
attorney Mark Garriga and Anna Morris.   
 
 Mr. Garriga addresses the Board and advises that the Chancery Court has stayed this 
matter to allow the parties to reach a resolution.  Mr. Garriga advised that Dr. Lee wishes to 
present a consent order as a proposal to the Board to resolve this matter.   
 
 Mr. Garriga briefly summarized the events beginning with the Kentucky Medical Board 
until the filing of the appeal with the Chancery Court.  Mr. Garriga reviews the proposed Consent 
Order terms and conditions for the Board. 
 

Following questions from Board members, a motion was made by Dr. Rea, seconded by 
Dr. Kinard and carried that the Board meeting be closed to discuss whether to enter into executive 
session on this matter. 

 
A motion was made by Dr. Rea, seconded by Dr. Kinard and carried that the Board enter 

into executive session. Ms. Green announced that the Board would enter into executive session 
for the purpose of considering pending litigation and the Consent Order in the matter of Robert 
Blair Lee’s medical license. 
 

Upon a motion by Dr. Miles, seconded by Dr. Kinard and carried, the Board came out of 
Executive Session at which time Dr. Brunson asked Dr. Rea to report on its decision.  Dr. 
McClendon advised Dr. Lee has met the original requirements set forth by the Kentucky Medical 
Board, The Board will accept the Consent Order, amended to require written reports from the 
proctoring surgeon at 2, 4, 6- and 12-month intervals.   
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A copy of the Order lifting restrictions is attached hereto and incorporated by reference. 
 
THE BOARD RECESSES FOR LUNCH AT 11:48 A.M. AND RETURNED AT 1:04 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
3.20 Hospice Referral and Palliative Care Policy 
 

Dr. Brunson advised that he and Dr. Cleveland had a meeting earlier on this date with the 
Legislature regarding the Mississippi State Board of Medical Licensure’s Policy, 3.20 Hospice 
Referral and Palliative Care. All parties came to an agreement to recommend to the board to 
rescind this policy with the understanding that the Medical Directors and attending physicians in 
Hospice will continue to function in the manner to which they have with no enforcement action 
taken against them.  The Board will coordinate meetings with all parties to draft a policy that is 
more clear that protects the public and not impede the ability of the Hospice Medical Directors 
and attending physicians to give quality for those patients and their families who find themselves 
in that critical time. 
 

Upon a motion by Dr. Rea, seconded by Dr. Kinard and carried, the Board accepts the 
recommendation to rescind Policy 3.20, Hospice Referral and Palliative Care without enforcement 
action against Medical Directors and attending physicians while participating in the care of 
Hospice patients. 

 
Dr. Brunson Announces His Departure as a Mississippi State Board Of Medical Licensure 
Board Member 
 
 Dr. Brunson gives recommendations of interim officers to be as follows, Ann Rea, M.D., 
President, David McClendon, Vice President and Michelle Owens, M.D., Secretary until the next 
Board meeting when the Board officially elect officers. 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Miles, seconded by Dr. Kinard and carried, the Board accepts the 
recommendation for the Ann Rea, M.D., President, David McClendon, Vice President and 
Michelle Owens, M.D., Secretary to serve as interim officers until the next Board Meeting. 
 
MAY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING AND BOARD MEETING DATES SET FOR 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8 AND THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2019   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:12 p.m. 

 
 
 
            

Claude Brunson, M.D. 
President 

Minutes taken and transcribed 
By Frances Carrillo 
Staff Officer 
March 21, 2019 














































