


Part 2635: Chapter 15: Medical Examiners 

Rule 15.1 | Scope and Purpose 

The purpose of this regulation is to set forth certain exemptions, stipulations, and expectations as 
to the practice of medicine within Mississippi by physicians who serve as the State Medical 
Examiner or a Deputy Medical Examiner. Further, it is the intent of this regulation to set forth the 
requirements of those physicians to practice medicine in Mississippi, temporarily, without 
obtaining an unrestricted Mississippi medical license. The Board defers to state statute on any 
duties or requirements not specifically mentioned within this regulation. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §73-43-11 (1972, as amended). 

 
Rule 15.2 | Definitions  

For the purpose of Part 2635, Chapter 15 only, the following terms have the meanings indicated: 

A. “Medical Examiner” means the person appointed by the Commissioner of Public Safety 
pursuant to Miss. Code Ann., §41-61-55 to investigate and certify deaths that affect the 
public interest. 

B. “Deputy Medical Examiner” means those professional individuals employed by The 
Department of Public Safety who serve under the direction of the Medical Examiner, 
and who perform autopsies and post-mortem examinations to determine cause of death 
via medical processes, such as pathology, and who may testify as an expert regarding 
their findings. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §73-43-11 (1972, as amended). 

 
Rule 15.3 | Temporary Practice  

Recognizing the unique challenges in hiring and retaining Deputy Medical Examiners, along with 
the need to expeditiously conduct autopsies in order to avoid evidentiary spoilage, applicants for 
licensure to serve in the role of Deputy Medical Examiner may practice within Mississippi 
temporarily, without an unrestricted medical license, while going through the licensure process. 
Said physicians must first submit their application, thereby starting the licensure process, and must 
verify they are licensed in good standing in another state or acceptable jurisdiction. This temporary 
practice period shall not exceed six (6) months from the date the application is received. 
 
Further, contract physicians who are hired on a temporary basis by The Department of Public 
Safety may also practice without a license, after verifying their unrestricted licensure as described 
above, for a period of up to one (1) month. Thereafter, said physicians must apply for a full license 
in Mississippi. 
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §73-43-11 (1972, as amended). 

 
 
 



 
Rule 15.4 | Violation of Rules 

The practice of medicine outside of the requirements and regulations stated herein constitutes the 
illegal practice of medicine, in violation of Miss. Code Ann., §97-23-43, and violators shall be 
subject to all fines and penalties described therein. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §73-43-11 (1972, as amended). 
 


